
New state standards. A new state 

accountability test. A new teacher 

and principal evaluation system. 

It seems there is no shortage of 

changes taking place in South 

Carolina public schools. Get an 

overview and update from state 

officials on what is expected to be the 

topics of discussion at the state level 

to help prepare you for the questions 

you may face in your district. This full-

day session is similar to the one being 

held for newspaper and broadcast 

journalists who cover education, so it 

will be a great opportunity for you to 

plan ahead. 

 

friday, september 5, 2014

Registration
The registration cost, which includes continental 
breakfast and lunch, is $20 per person. Register on-
line by clicking here.

Agenda
9:30  a.m. 
Registration and continental breakfast

Paul Krohne, SCSBA Executive Director
Sherri Horton, SC/NSPRA President

10  – 10:10 a.m. 
Welcome and introductions

10:10 – 11:10 a.m. 
Communicating school funding: School budgets 
can be complicated and they are sometimes mis-
understood by the public. There are multiple revenue 
streams – some with strings attached – and multiple 
expenses. Hear from a district finance officer about 
ways to simplify the budget and explore some differ-
ent strategies districts have used to better communi-
cate their budget. 

Robert  “Bob” Davis, financial consultant, Robert E. 
Davis, LLC
Mary Beth Hill, Chief Communications Officer
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11:10 – 11:20 a.m. 
Break

11:20 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
FOIA information brief: Get an overview of a recent 
court ruling on meeting agenda changes and no-
tifications. Bring your FOIA questions or submit them 
prior to the meeting to sprice@scsba.org and get 
the answers you need.

Scott Price, SCSBA General Counsel

12:15 – 1:20 p.m. 
Working lunch/ The news media and education: 
What changes are taking place in the state’s media 
outlets? What role does social media play in the 
changing media landscape? What education topics 
are on the minds of journalists? How do editors and 
writers prioritize coverage? You’ll gain insights into 
these questions and more as members of the me-
dia share their perspectives. The panel will include 
journalists from print, online, and broadcast back-
grounds.

Patricia M. Edwards, Content Director, S.C. Newspa-
per Group, Civitas Media LLC
Mike McCormick, Reporter, WYFF News 4 TV
Carolyn Click, Writer, The State Newspaper
James Denton, Editor The Independent Voice of 
Blythewood and Fairfield County
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1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Update on state standards, testing: Get an update 
on the process and timeline for developing and 
implementing new English language arts and math-
ematics standards and testing. Discuss communica-
tions issues and strategies.

Melanie Barton, Executive Director, SC Education 
Oversight Committee
Dana Yow, Communications Director, SC Education 
Oversight Committee

2:30 – 2:40 p.m. 
Break

2:40 – 3:20 p.m. 
New SC teacher and principal evaluation sys-
tem: The new system of evaluating teachers and 
principals relies, in part, on students’ performance 
on standardized tests. Hear an overview about the 
evaluation system, and get all the details you’ll need 
in order to answer questions from the public. 

Dr. Cindy Van Buren, Deputy Superintendent for 
School Effective, SC Department of Education

3:20 – 3:30 p.m.
SC/NSPRA membership and events

Sherri Horton
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