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Has the Uniform (School) Start Date 

Boosted Tourism in South Carolina?

Two Reports… One Question:

Does the “Uniform Start Date” (USD) of SC Public Schools have an effect on Tourism?
Morse Report (Tourism Industry Study, 1997-2012; used to pass USD in 2007)
· Earlier Start Dates (SC public Schools) are responsible for declining Hotel Occupancy and Admissions Rates/Revenue (declining August, with no May increase)
· Morse predicted SC can boost tourism by delaying school start dates in August – leading to a big gain in August tourism – with no significant May decrease.
OEC Report (used same data as Morse – studying years 2005 – 2012)

{OEC Study included two years before passage of USD and five years thereafter}
· Since USD implemented, have the Morse Report (Tourism) predicted effects taken place?

· Did Morse Study predictions come true? (same methodology; but using data since 2007)
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Hotel Occupancy

Fig. 1
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2006 – 2008… USD Hurts “May” More Than It Helps “August”
2005-06 – August Declined (-0.9%); May Increased (+1.7%)
(USD Passed 2007)

2007-08: 
· (2007 – first “Aug” after USD) - “August” Increased (+1.7%) 
· (2008 – first “May after USD) - “May” Decreased (-2.8%)
2008 (Great Recession) to Present

To tease out recession #s must compare to US figures (entire US in recession)
APPENDIX 1

	Occupancy Rate (%)

	
	May SC
	August SC
	May US
	August US

	Y'05
	62.4
	64.6
	63.3
	68.5

	Y'06
	63.6
	63.7
	64.6
	68.4

	Y'07
	63.8
	65.4
	65.1
	69.9

	Y'08
	61
	61.5
	63.1
	67.5

	Y'09
	52.5
	56.4
	55
	60.1

	Y'10
	56.5
	60.6
	58.9
	63.9

	Y'11
	59.2
	59.6
	61.3
	66.2

	Y'12
	59.5
	
	63.5
	


Source: SC PRT (http://www.scprt.com/our-partners/tourismstatistics.aspx)

Before USD: “May” SC Occupancy Rates lag 1.1% behind US average

After USD: “May” SC Occupancy Rates lag ~2.62% behind US average
* August (SC) occupancy rates remained largely unchanged (4.3 – 4.8% behind US)

Hotel Occupancy

Morse Claim: “August is always higher than May” (need USD to help)
In 2006, Before USD: May & August ~ Equal
In 2011, After USD: May & August ~ Equal 

Fig. 1
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## The (Morse-promised) August “Tourism Boom” has never materialized!
SC Accommodation Tax Revenue
Fig. 3
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Fig. 4
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Fig. 5
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Amusement & Theme Park Revenue
Fig. 6
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Morse Prediction: USD increase August Admissions Revenue (w/o decreasing May)

OEC Study of Same Data Since USD: Contradicts Claim

· Since USD: Steady Increase in “August” Admissions Revenue
· BUT – Since kids are in school longer (throughout May), you find a corresponding decrease in May

Admissions Revenue over the Summer (May, June, July, & August)

· Only “May” has shown decreases since USD… and the decreases are so significant that overall summer Admissions Revenues are “flat” since USD
Fig. 7
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APPENDIX 2

	Accommodation Tax Revenue ($ Mil)

	
	May
	June
	July
	August
	$ Decrease, July to August
	% Decrease, July to August
	August Share

	Y'05
	4.3
	5.2
	6.9
	4.8
	2.1
	30.40%
	22.60%

	Y'06
	4.8
	5.5
	7.2
	4.7
	2.5
	34.70%
	21.20%

	Y'07
	4.3
	6.1
	7.2
	5.2
	2
	27.80%
	22.80%

	Y'08
	4.3
	6.2
	7.1
	5.8
	1.3
	18.30%
	24.80%

	Y'09
	3.7
	5.3
	6.5
	5.2
	1.3
	20%
	25.10%

	Y'10
	4.1
	5.8
	7.8
	5.4
	2.4
	30.80%
	23.40%

	Y'11
	4.2
	6.1
	8.2
	5.5
	2.7
	32.90%
	22.90%

	Pre-USD avg.
	4.47
	5.6
	7.1
	4.9
	
	
	

	Post-USD avg. 
	4.07
	5.85
	7.4
	5.47
	
	
	


Source: SC PRT (http://www.scprt.com/our-partners/tourismstatistics.aspx)

Conclusion

Morse (Tourism Industry) USD Prediction:

· With a later USD, tourism would increase later in the summer (August), with no corresponding decrease earlier (May)
OEC Conclusion to Morse Data/Report… Six Years Later?
· The SC School Start (& Release) Date – USD - has no bearing on the strength of Tourism Industry in SC. 
