 2018 School Board Recognition Month: Sample news release
Prepare this release on district letterhead and submit it to local media. You also can post this and the “Superheroes for Public Education” artwork (can be downloaded on the SCSBA website) on your website with photos of the board. Localize the article by adding information about your board, details of how board members will be honored in January in your district and examples of ways your board has improved education for the students in your district.
Date

For Immediate Release

For Further Information Contact: [Name and Title]
[School District]

[Phone Number]

[School district] celebrates School Board Recognition Month
[School district] will join school districts throughout the state and nation to celebrate School Board Recognition Month in January. More than 600 locally-elected and appointed school board members throughout the state will be recognized by schools and communities for their service and dedication to public education.

The theme “Superheroes for Public Education” highlights the unique role school boards play in championing and advocating for quality education and the ownership they take for governing their local public schools. School board members are elected/appointed by the people in their local communities to represent their voice and to ensure the success of schools and students.
“The efforts of school board members often go unrecognized,” says [superintendent]. “This month we honor the year-round commitment that school board members make to our district and the community.”
In [school district], school board members develop policies and make tough decisions on complex educational and social issues impacting the entire community. They bear responsibility for an annual budget of $________ million, ________ students, ________ employees and ________ buildings.

As a part of School Board Recognition Month, [School district] board members participated in an official signing of the South Carolina School Board Member Ethical Principles during their January school board meeting. By signing the principles, school board members publicly vowed to uphold effective governance principles and pledged to improve public education in their community.
[Summarize major district achievements and honors accomplished recently under the board’s leadership. Add details about specific activities planned in January for School Board Recognition Month.]
The men and women serving [district] and their years of service are [board members and years of service].

Attach photograph of your board and also the “Superheroes for Public Education” logo. (Download the logo here: http://scsba.org/school-board-recognition-month/)
