SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH: FIVE REASONS FOR SCHOOL BOARDS

[The following is a short article from the National School Boards Association – feel free to use all or part in an article or editorial.]
Are school boards necessary? Should the present governance structure of our nation’s public schools remain in place? The answer to both questions is, unequivocally, yes.

No one questions why planning boards, municipal governments, and state legislatures exist. And yet, some people advocate turning over control of school governance to those same bodies, saying we should let someone else take charge of the future of our children’s future. 

School boards, elected or appointed by their communities, represent the community’s beliefs and values. Who better than these community representatives to shoulder the responsibility for preparing children to live productive and satisfying lives?

The following are five reasons school boards are the decision makers in today’s schools:

1.
Your school board looks out for children – first and foremost. Education is not a line item in your school board’s budget – it is the only item.

2.
Your school board is the advocate for your community when decisions are made about your children’s education. The school board represents the public’s voice in public education, providing citizen governance for what the public schools need and what the community wants.

3.
Your school board sets the standard for achievement in your district, incorporating the community’s view of what students should know and be able to do at each grade level. Your school board is also responsible for working with the superintendent to establish a valid process for measuring student success and, when necessary, shifting resources to ensure that the district’s goals are achieved.

4.
Your school board is accessible to you and accountable for the performance of the schools in your district. If the schools are not producing, it is your right as a voter to select new board members who will see to it that your students and your schools succeed.

5.
Your school board is your community’s education watchdog, ensuring that taxpayers get the most for their tax dollars. Public education in South Carolina is a $6.5 billion business. In the majority of districts, school boards have taxing authority. That direct oversight – and responsibility – should not be given to politicians whose first priority is something other than education.
SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH: EDUCATION QUOTES
“Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow.”
— Anthony J. D'Angelo

“Education is a better safeguard of liberty than a standing army.”
— Edward Everett

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.”

· William Butler Yeats
“Education’s purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one.”

· Malcolm Forbes
“There is a place in America to take a stand: it is public education. It is the underpinning of our cultural and political system. It is the great common ground. Public education after all is the engine that moves us as a society toward a common destiny...It is in public education that the American dream begins to take shape.”

—Tom Brokaw
“Our progress as a nation can be no swifter than our progress in education.”

—John F. Kennedy
“As a product of the public education system, I want all American students to have what I had—access to a quality education that enables them to pursue any career they wish, and take on any challenge they choose. Giving our students the best education in the world is a moral imperative and, especially, an economic necessity.”

—Richard Riley, former U.S. Secretary of Education
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed individuals can change the world; indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”

—Margaret Meade
“If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning for a decade, plant trees; if you are planning for a lifetime, educate people.”

—Chinese proverb
“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you.”

— B.B. King
