
Dear Senator	 

I urge you to remove the provision in Senate bill 419 mandating the termination of locally-elected school boards in 
school districts declared to be in a state of emergency.

As currently written, the bill authorizes the removal of school boards in school districts rated as underperforming for 
three consecutive years. According to two years of school report card results, school boards in six school districts* 
would be subject to removal if their district is identified as underperforming next year. The bill would:

•	 revoke the voters’ choice in the most recent school board election;

•	 eliminate the rights of voters in future school board elections; and,

•	 negatively impact non-white voters at a rate of 2.35 times higher than the state average (see graph on reverse).

These factors, we believe would violate both the letter and spirit of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Name: 	

School District:	

*	 Allendale County Schools (currently under state management), Colleton County Schools, Florence District Four  
(currently under state management), Hampton District 2, Lexington District Four and Marion County Schools.
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