
ETHICALLY
EDUCATE YOUR 
COMMUNITY –
A N  E F F O R T  W O R T H  $ 9 0  M I L L I O N  
D O L L A R S

SEAN ALFORD, PH.D.,  SUPERINTENDENT

MERRY GLENNE PICCOLINO, DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATIONS & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
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PAT H  TO  P R E M I E R -
E V E NI NG 4 K  
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PAT H  TO  P R E M I E R  -
A I K E N WO R KS
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P A T H  T O  P R E M I E R  –

A I K E N  S C H O L A R S  A C A D E M Y  
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PAT H  TO  P R E M I E R  -
A F F I NI T Y  C A R D S
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H I S T O R Y  L E S S O N  O N  A I K E N ’ S  
C O M M U N I T Y  I N V E S T M E N T

1976 2014
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A D D R E S S I N G  A  H A N D F U L  –
G R E AT E S T  FA C I L I T Y  N E E D S  

AIKEN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS



F O L L O W  Y O U R  P E N N Y
C L A R I T Y / T R A N S PA R E N C Y
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C O N S I S T E N T M E S S A G I N G  
C E L E B R AT E D  S U P P O R T
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C O N S TA N T LY  
B R O A D C A S T I N G  S U C C E S S
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4 0 +  FA C I L I T I E S  &                      
O N LY A D D R E S S E D  A  H A N D F U L  
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R I P E N I N G

THE ISSUES 
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A  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O B L E M  –
A  C O M M U N I T Y  S O L U T I O N

AIKEN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS



N O V E M B E R  B A L LOT:               
N O  R O O M  F O R  E D U C AT I O N
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M AY  1 ,  2 0 1 8                 
S P E C I A L  E L E C T I O N  
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T R U S T  I N  T H E  
E T HI C S  CO MMI S S I ON 

Please remember that there is no prohibition 
against “the expenditure of public resources by a 
government entity to prepare information 
materials, conduct public meetings, or respond to 
news media or citizens’ inquires concerning a 
ballot measure affecting that governmental 
entity; however, a governmental entity may not 
use public funds, property, or time in an attempt to 
influence the outcome of a ballot measure.”
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I N F O R M AT I O N  S H A R I N G :  
w h a t  y o u  c a n  d o …

Explain How Money Will Be Used. 

Describe Ballot Measure: The Question, The Cost, The Tax Impact & Scope of 
Proposals. 

Answer Questions About Potential Impact of Passage or Failure. 

Fact Sheets. 

Hosting Information Sessions. 

Providing Voter Information & Reminding Employees & Citizens To Vote in All 
Elections. 

District/Schools May Utilize Social Media For Education/Delivering 
Information (not advocating or soliciting a “yes” or “no” vote). 

AIKEN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS



P R OT E C T  &  I N F O R M  
P U B L I C  E MP LOY E ES

NO “ON THE CLOCK” ADVOCACY OR OPPOSITION.

No use of public resources (district-owned phones, 
computers, email accounts, “on the clock” time, 
etc.) to advocate for or against a bond referendum. 

When “off the clock,” employees have the same 
fundamental civic responsibilities and privileges as 
any other citizen. 
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WHAT YOU 
COULD* DO…
PRESENT & BE PRESENT
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O N  T H E  R O A D  A G A I N  –
TO W N  H A L L  2 0 1 8
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E D U C AT I N G  I S                   
E V E R YO N E ’ S  J O B
6 0  M E E T I N G S  I N  6 0  D A Y S
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C O N N E C T  N E E D S  TO                 
C O R E  VA LU E S                     
E X C E L L E N C E  A C R O S S  A L L  S C H O O L S
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FRAME                              
YOUR WEAKNESSES

2010 BOND REFERENDUM; $236 MILLION

S I X  P R O J E C T S  

1. Renovations at Aiken High*
2. Construction of new North Augusta High* 
3. Construction of new Leavelle McCampbell Middle* 
4. Construction of new Ridge Spring-Monetta   

Elementary/Middle*
5. Construction of new Area 5 middle school (closing two 

existing Area 5 middle schools)
6. Renovations/Expansion at the Aiken County Career &  

Technology Center* 

CURRENT CONSIDERATIONS; $90 MILLION

S I X  P R O J E C T S  

1. Expansion at Midland Valley High
2. Renovations at Belvedere Elementary
3. Renovations at Hammond Hill Elementary 
4. Renovations at Millbrook Elementary 
5./6. Construction of new elementary and middle school 
in Area 2 on donated land

C O S T  I M P A C T

29 mills; Annual tax over 20 years

4%: $116 per $100K in property value;                                                                

6%: $174 per $100K in property value

D O N A T E D  L A N D

Site of new Leavelle McCampbell
D O N A T E D  L A N D

Proposed new Area 2 elementary and middle school

E S T I M A T E D  C O S T  I M P A C T

5 mills; Annual tax over 20 years

4%: $20 per $100K in property value;                 

6%: $30 per $100K in property value

2018 BOND REFERENDUM; $236 MILLION
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S H A R E
T H E  Q U E S T I O N
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PAINT                      
THE PICTURE
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WHAT YOU 
COULD* DO…
UTILIZE COMMUNICATIONS 
VEHICLES 
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SHARE INFO V IA                 
YOUR WEBSITE
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ENCOURAGE                   
V O T E R  R E G I S T R AT I O N / V O T I N G  
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I N C E N T I V I Z E  
S T A F F  T O  V O T E - N O T  H O W  T O  V O T E
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S C H O O L  T H E M  W I T H  Y O U R  

SCHOOL MARQUEE
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S E N D  T H E  M E S S A G E  H O M E -

“BACKPACK”  CARDS
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WHAT YOU 
COULD* DO…
GIVE YOUR MESSAGE A 
“BOOST” WITH SOCIAL MEDIA
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S O C I A L  M E D I A :  
“ I N  T H E  K N O W ”
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B O O S T  YO U R  M E S S A G E -
B I G  B O O S T  F O R  A  S M A L L  B U C K -
6 K  r e a c h e d ,  $ 2 5
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9,820 REACHED; $50
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WHAT YOU 
COULD* DO…
SEND IT TO THEIR MAILBOX
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D I R E C T  M A I L  P O STC AR D
J U S T  T H E  F A C T S
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WHAT YOU 
COULD* DO…
TACKLE MISINFORMATION & 
MISCONCEPTIONS
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S I M P L I F Y/ R E L AT E  W H AT ’ S  
C O M P L I C AT E D -
$ 3 4
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F I G H T  M I S C O N C E P T I O N S  
W I T H  FA C T  &  A R T I FA C T S  
APRIL 20: 3K REACHED $8
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WHAT                    
WE’RE DOING
CLEAR, CONCISE, & CONTINUOUS 
COMMUNICATIONS
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B U I L D I N G  &  S U S TA I N I N G  
C O M M U N I T Y  T R U S T
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