


Homeschooled 
Students and ROTC



10 U.S.C.A. § 2031, Section 513

• Each public secondary educational institution that
maintains a unit under this section shall permit
membership in the unit to homeschooled students
residing in the area served by the institution who are
qualified for membership in the unit (but for lack of
enrollment in the institution).



Policy

Interscholastic
Activities Instruction



Overtime Rules



$455/week 
($23,660/year) 

to

$684/week 
($35,568/year)

$100,000/year 
to 

$107,432/year
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• customarily and regularly direct the work of at least two or more other full-time employees or their 
equivalent

• managing a customarily recognized department or subdivision of the enterprise
• employee’s suggestions and recommendations as to the hiring, firing, advancement, promotion, or 

any other change of status of other employees must be given particular weight

Executive

• performance of office or non-manual work directly related to the management or general business 
operations

• primary duty includes the exercise of discretion and independent judgment with respect to matters of 
significance

Administrative

• performance of work requiring advanced knowledge
• advanced knowledge must be in a field of science or learning or work requiring invention, 

imagination, originality, or talent in a recognized field of artistic or creative endeavor
• must be customarily acquired by a prolonged course of specialized intellectual instruction

Professional

• employed as a computer systems analyst, computer programmer, software engineer, or other 
similarly skilled worker in the computer field

Computer



Student Threats



(A) It is unlawful for a student 
of a school or college in this 
State to make threats to take 
the life of or to inflict bodily 
harm upon another by using 
any form of communication 

whatsoever.

(B) Nothing contained in this 
section may be construed to 
repeal, replace, or preclude 

application of any other 
criminal statute.



FERPA



FERPA protects education records not
law enforcement records

Education records 

• are directly related to a student and 
• maintained by the district

Law enforcement records 

• are created by a law enforcement unit
• created for a law enforcement purpose

• maintained by the law enforcement unit

District can disclose education records
without prior written parental consent:

Under a “health or safety emergency” 

To “school officials” with a “legitimate 
education interest” in the education 

records

To comply with a lawfully issued 
subpoena or judicial order 

• must typically make reasonable effort to 
notify parent before disclosure 





• Disclosure is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other individuals

• Limited to the period of the emergency

Does not allow for a 
blanket release of 

PII from a student’s 
education records

Disclosures must be related to a
significant and articulable and
actual, impending, or imminent
emergency
• Impending natural disaster
• Terrorist attack
• Campus threat
• Outbreak of an epidemic disease

Disclosure should only be made
to a party whose knowledge of
such information is necessary to
protect the health or safety of
the student or other persons
• Law enforcement officials
• Public health officials
• Trained medical personnel



Law enforcement official can, in limited circumstances, be designated a school official

• Employee of a school or district

• Off-duty officers and SROs

• Perform an institutional service or function for which the school or district would otherwise 
use employees (e.g. to ensure school safety)

• Are under the “direct control” of the school or district with respect to the use and 
maintenance of the education records (e.g. through a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) that establishes data use restrictions and data protection requirements)

• Are subject to FERPA’s use and re-disclosure requirements, which provide that the PII 
from education records may be used only for the purposes for which the disclosure was 
made (e.g. to promote school safety and the physical security of students), and which limits 
the re-disclosure of PII from education records

• Meet the criteria specified in the school or district’s annual notification of FERPA rights for 
being school officials with legitimate educational interests in the education records

Threat assessment team members may be designated as school officials



Tobacco-Free 
School Districts



On April 26, 2019, the 
law was amended, 
requiring school 
districts to adopt 

policies prohibiting 
the use of tobacco 

products or alternative 
nicotine products on 

school campuses

Policy ADC 

Policy GBEDPolicy JICG









Board Prayer



Intimate setting of a Board meeting and the Board’s dual role of handling both legislative and
adjudicative business increased the likelihood that members of the public would feel
pressure to participate in the prayer to avoid community and/or Board disapproval

Closed-prayer identified and aligned the government with Christianity to the exclusion of
other faiths

Court held that commissioner-led prayer at meetings is unconstitutional 
risked sending a message of exclusion to
minority faiths as it elevated one religion
above all others

no method to diversify prayer content; that the
prayers were “persistently and relentlessly”
linked only to evangelical Christianity

members sought public involvement in the
prayer practice by asking them to stand or
bow their heads

Board members offered prayer, on a rotating basis, at the beginning of the meeting 

863 F.3d 268 (4th Cir.)
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members only

Coercion of audience 
to participate (i.e. 
“Please bow your 

head.”) 
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ct Prayer can be 
conducted by board 

member, chaplain, or 
public speaker

Attorney General will 
defend against a facial 

challenge to the 
constitutionality of the 

law
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) Willing “board 
chaplains” who had 
accepted invitations 

and agreed to return in 
the future

No exclusion of a 
would-be prayer giver, 
including laypersons 

and atheists

Audience invited to 
participate (i.e. “You 

are welcome to join me 
in prayer”)



Service Animals



Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 

1990

Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act 

of 1973

Individuals with 
Disabilities 

Education Act



IMG

ACE 
(Public)

GBGAA 
(Staff)

JLCDD 
(Students)

IMG 
(Instruction)





























Board Use of 
Social Media



912 F.3d 666 (4th Cir.)

First Amendment case arising when 
board member blocked negative 

comments by member of the public on 
her board chair Facebook page

Important distinction exists between a 
social media account a board member 
maintains in a personal capacity and a 

social media platform on which the 
board member acts “under color of 

state law”

Can it be easily inferred that account 
is maintained in capacity as board 

member?

Factors court considered:
• Public or private?
• Used as a tool of governance?
• Communicate with constituents?
• Use of public resources to support or maintain? 
• Content of page, title, “About” section, pictures, 

etc.?







Sexting



• Provide guidance and 
clarity related to sexting 

and recommend 
possible changes to 
Regulation 43-279 
(Code of Conduct)

Purpose

• Teachers

• Administrators

• DOE Staff

• Attorney General's Office 
Prosecutor

• County Solicitors

Participants













Suicide Prevention



Partnership with the SC Youth Suicide Prevention Initiative 
(SCYSPI)

SCYSPI is a federally funded program under the Department of Mental 
Health tasked with reducing the instances of suicide among youth  and young 

adults.

Currently called the Office of Suicide Prevention

Director, Jennifer 
Butler 803-896-4740 www.scyspi.org











Campaign Reminders



Dos
• Provide voter registration support and 
information

• Provide polling place information and remind 
citizens to vote in all elections

• Provide citizens with accurate descriptions of 
all the candidates or of a ballot measure, 
including the question, cost, tax impact, and 
scope of the proposal(s)

• Explain the district’s planning and rationale for 
a school-related ballot measure

• Develop, print, and distribute neutral fact 
sheets

• Answer questions about a school-related ballot 
measure, including the potential impact of 

  f il

Do Nots
• Promote or oppose candidates or ballot 
measures

• Collect funds to support a campaign

• Print, copy, mail, or otherwise distribute any 
materials advocating a particular vote

• Develop, reproduce, or distribute materials 
advocating a particular vote

• Send emails or make phone calls which support 
or oppose a candidate or ballot measure on 
district time or while using district 
computers/phones

• Use students to advocate a particular vote



Initial 
Report

Within 10 
days after 
spending 

or 
receiving 
the first 
$500 of 

campaign 
funds

Pre-Election 
Report

No later 
than 15 

days prior 
to each 

election; 
filed 

whether 
there has 

been 
financial 
campaign 
activity or 

not

Quarterly 
Reports

January 
10 

• Oct 1 –
Dec 31

April 10
• Jan 1 –

Mar 31
July 10
• April 1 –

June 30
October 

10
• July 1 –

Sept 30

Final Report

After the 
campaign 
account is 

closed; 
must be a 

ZERO 
balance 
and no 

outstanding
debts



Personnel

Equipment

Materials

Facilities, unless 
available on 

similar terms to 
all candidates

In an 
election 

campaign, 
board 

members 
may not use:

SC Code of 
Laws 

Section
8-13-765

DISTRICT



Public 
Funds

For purposes 
of influencing 
the outcome of 
an election, no 

person may 
use or 

authorize the 
use of:

SC Code of 
Laws

Section
8-13-1346

DISTRICT



Predominant purpose of public 
school property during the 

school day is public education 
of children

Educational
(i.e. school day)

General public is invited and 
predominant purpose is to 

provide entertainment

Entertainment
(i.e. football game)
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Statements of 
Economic 
Interest

Due at noon on March 30

Newly elected Due when entering 
official responsibilities



Disclose any gift received 

as a result of public office—

without reference to a dollar 

value—on the Statement of 

Economic Interest

SC Ethics 
Advisory 
Opinion 

2002-003



Questions?
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