


2020 Legislative Session

•Leadership pushes for passage of Massive 
Senate Education Bill

•Private School Voucher proponents push 
Education savings act bill – election year

•Record Revenue Estimates



Senate bill 419
• Three months of debate, filibuster led by sen. fanning passes 

Senate March 5 by A vote of 41-4 (fanning, Kimpson, mcLeod, 
martin)

• House assigns bill to Education and public works committee
• SCSBA opposition to Removal of school boards provision 

remains
• House was completing state budget And Santee cooper issue 

takes over in both chambers

Other
• passes Lactation support act (H.3200) – governor signs
• Passes local bill changing Charleston county school board 

seats from at-large to single-member districts (H.5034) –
governor signs



In the house
• Sections of House–passed education bill “South Carolina Career 

Opportunity and Access for All Act” (passed in 2019) were filed 
as separate bills, amended, passed and sent to the Senate

Other

• Passes daylight saving time legislation (s.11) - governor signs

• Passes Local bill - consolidation of clarendon school 
districts 1 and 3 (s.975) to become clarendon school district 4 
in 2021



And then ….
Coronavirus





Covid-19 emergency takes over

• Congress passes CARES Act March 27, allocating funding to states, 
school districts to respond to covid-19

• Three Pots of funding allocated: Governor (GEERS), scde and school 
districts

• State emergency funding allocation (h.4014) passes March 19
• Directed state funding to DHEC (response to COVID-19)
• Provision exempts retiree salary cap to respond COVID-19 virus (ends 

September 1)
• Sine die passed may 12

• Set return date of September 15 – 24 to complete state budget 
and..

• Allows consideration of any bill that passed one chamber –
s.419 in play

• House passes its own continuing resolution but not Sine Die





COVID-19 measures continued

• Continuing resolution (h.3411) passes May 19
• Continues 2020 state funding level for districts
• Authorizes state superintendent waiver authority 

(negotiating salaries of retired teachers )
• Freezes step increase until FY 2020-2021 budget 

finalized (scsba requested)
• Allows districts financial flexibility to include 

carry forward funding (scsba requested)





COVID-19 measures continued

• Allocation of cares act funding (H.5202) passes June 24
• $222 million for academic recovery camps, Leap days (5 additional 

days of instruction for K-8) and food service personnel
• Suspends all state-mandated testing for 2020-2021 school year 

unless prohibited by federal law (scsba supported)
• Mobile hotspots, broadband expansion plans
• Funding must be spent by December 31, 2020

Other
• SCSBA worked with SC Department of employment and Workforce 

(SCDEW) passage of federal legislation, “Protecting Nonprofits from 
Catastrophic Cash Flow Strain Act of 2020,’’ to correct 
unemployment payments In CARES ACT





What’s ahead?
• Senate returns September  2 to take up absentee voting expansion 

for November general election
• General assembly returns September 15 – 24

• State budget (H.5201) passed by the House March 11, now in the 
Senate

• Board of economic advisors are meeting Monday, august 24 to get 
revised state revenue estimates for lawmakers to build new 
budget

• Senate finance Committee to meet September 1 – 3 & 8 -10
• Governor announces agencies should plan for no additional 

funding and possibly 1% - 3% cut
• SCDE working on revised budget request – school nurses, 

counselors, mobile hotspots (expires December 31)
• Retiree salary cap that ended September 1



What’s ahead continued

• Allocation of cares act funding, part two
• General assembly allocated only $1.2 billion of $1.9 billion in CARES Act 

Funding – remaining funding and unspent funding to be allocated in 
September (unemployment trust fund)

• Ways and Means committee meetings next week – September to get updates 
on funding needs and unspent funding that was allocated

• SCDE estimates that $42.8 million CARES Act Funding was unspent (38 
districts unable to hold face-to-face Academic summer Recovery camps)

• Asking for funding to provide remediation services in ELA, Math for 
students (tutors, interventionists)
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