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happy new year!!!

• convened tuesday, january 11 for 2nd year of 
two-year session
• record breaking revenue growth that has 
grown from $3 billion in november to $4.6 
billion (recurring and non-recurring) as of 
tuesday
•new senate leadership 
•more than 100 K12 bills prefiled (COVID-19 

vaccines, masks & CRT bills)



weekly updates and daily updates

• cannot cover all of the k12 bills in this session

• scsba weekly legislative update

• daily updates in e-clippings wednesday – friday

• scsba day at the capitol april 27 in columbia (see flyer in 
packet)

• watch for alerts especially in march and april



south carolina fun fact

which sc lake is alleged to home to 
the american cousin of the loch ness 
monster?

since 1973, people have reported 
seeing something between a snake 
and prehistoric creature in lake 
murray



private school voucher bills (esa)

Senate
• S.935 in subcommittee on 

day 2 of session (companion 
bill in house)

• on Wednesday, amended 
and approved w/ plans for 
more amendments in full 
committee

• est. $7,000+ scholarship for 
up to 15,000 K-12 student 
(phase-in 5,000 each year)

• public or private school 
various expenses

House
• H.4879 sailed through Ways 

and Means Committee sent to 
full House

• pilot program for 3 years
• up to $5,000 scholarship 

account ($2,500 each 
semester) to up to 5,000 
eligible students

• cost to attend public or 
private school (whichever 
less)



private school voucher bills (esa)

Senate
• eligible students: attended public 

school year prior & medicaid
eligible or attends unsatisfactory, 
below average school or has iep
or received esa prior year or 
sibling

• program funded with resident 
public school district average state 
per pupil funding (to be amended)

• non discrimination does not 
include religion, sex or disability

• accountability includes state 
standardized test for 3 – 12 
students 

House
• eligible students: K – 5th grade, & 

medicaid eligible & previously 
enrolled in a public school one of 
the three years prior, or sibling

• program funded with $75 million 
from state contingency fund ($25 
million each year)

• operational funding will be 
provided in general fund

• non discrimination includes religion 
and sex except single gender 
schools does not include disability

• national achievement or state 
standardized test



south carolina fun fact

where is the highest point in sc?

sassafras mountain in pickens county 
at 3,553 feet … but there are no 
sassafras trees that grow there



state budget

• house spending plan heads to full ways and means 
committee next week

• senate subcommittees began hearing budget requests this 
week

• funding amounts not revealed until full committee

• governor’s funding restructure proposal to be introduced as 
proviso

• based on target student-teacher ratio of 11.7 students per 
teacher

• increase teacher pay by $2,000



Calculating the Aid to Classrooms Program – Statewide
Calculations based upon FY 2019-20 actual payments and students and FY 2022-23 teacher cost 

Step 1 – Calculate the number of teachers need to serve the estimated students at the targeted 
student-teacher ratio of 11.7.

753,595 Students / 11.7 = 64,285 Teachers

Step 2 – Calculate the cost of a teacher. 
Based on policy goals, the State Minimum Teacher Salary is increased by $2,000 per cell
This results in a master’s degree with 12 years experience having a salary of $50,064. The associated 
fringe benefits for that salary is $15,920 and results in a total teacher cost of $66,924.

Step 3 – Calculate the Total Cost by multiplying the number of needed teachers by the cost of a 
teacher.
64,285 * $66,924 = $4,276,466,931

Step 4 – Set the State Share at 75% and the Local Share at 25%
State Share = $4,276,466,931 * .75 = $3,207,350,198
Local Share = $4,276,466,931 * .25 = $1,069,116,733

Notes: Figures may not calculate to total due to rounding
The fringe benefit cost is based upon the EFA rate
State share will be adjusted for charter and special districts
January 19, 2022                                                                                                             



Calculating the Aid to Classrooms Program – District Level

Each district’s Total Cost is its share of the Aid to Classrooms Program

Example:

District A has 15,071.89 ADMs and 23,191.88 Weighted Pupils

23,191.88 WPUs / 1,159,594.19 WPUs = 2% of Total State WPUs

District A’s Total Aid to Classrooms Program:

$4,276,466,931 * 2% = $85,529,339

District A’s Student-Teacher Ratio:
$85,829,339 / $66,924 = 1,282 teachers

15,071.89 ADMs / 1,282 teachers = 11.76 Student-Teacher ratio



Local Share

A district’s Local Share is the district’s Index of Taxpaying Ability multiplied 
by the Total Local Share of 25%. 

Example:
District A’s Total Local Share = $1,069,116,732 
District A’s Index = 0.01450

District A’s Local Share:
$1,069,116,732 * 0.01450 = $15,502,19

Note: The Index of Taxpaying Ability represents each district's share of the total taxable property in the state 
(including the imputed property tax reimbursement values) and is unchanged from the current calculation



Aid to Classrooms Program –State Allocation to Districts

A district’s State Aid to Classrooms Program allocation is the 
district’s Total Program less the district’s Local Share

Example:
District A’s Total Program = $85,529,339

District A’s Local Share = $15,502,193

District A’s State Aid to Classrooms Allocation:
$85,529,339 -$15,502,193 = $70,027,146 











south carolina fun fact
in what city was the world’s hottest 
pepper developed and what is the 
name of the pepper?

bred in a greenhouse in rock hill by “smokin" 
ed currie, proprietor of the puckerbutt pepper 
company, the carolina reaper was certified as 
the world's hottest by guiness world records on 
August 11, 2017



other

• lancaster county board partisan election bill (H.4800)
• passed house, in senate delegation and then governor

• school board member removal bill (S.203)
• conference committee to work out differences

• critical race theory bills 
• house education committee

• 30-minutes unencumbered break for teachers (S.946)
• amended to include compensation under hardship conditions, 

sent to House

• fiscal impact (need to communicate w/your house members



south carolina fun fact
what is that crescent shape on the 
state flag?

known as a gorget, it is a decorative crescent 
that was on the south carolina military uniforms 
during the revolutionary war
it debuted on the medieval battlefield to 
protect the wearer’s throat



DELEGATING
TO OUR DELEGATION

C A N  I T  W O R K ?

Karla  Kel ley,  School  Distr ict  of  P ickens County



UNDERSTANDING 
DELEGATION'S IMPACT 



DOES YOUR DELEGATION
WORK FOR YOU? 



KNOW YOUR 
DELEGATION.

USE YOUR RESOURCES. 



THERE’S
ALWAYS
PIZZA



ANNUAL DELEGATION BREAKFAST
CHARITY EVENTS / RIBBON CUTTINGS

NEW BUSINESS ANNOUNCEMENTS
ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEET & GREET
#PICKENSUNITED



PROMOTE YOUR 
DISTRICT. 

PROTECT
THE ISSUES.

They only know what we 

tel l  them.



or underestimate

their impact!




