


Mark your calendars and make 
plans to attend the  
South Carolina  

School Boards Association’s  
Annual Convention!

The largest training event of the 
year will bring together outstanding 

experts and practitioners in 
school board governance, 

communications and leadership.









2:45 - 4 p.m.
Welcome to Section B: An Introduction to School Board 
Governance and Operations Policies
This session will provide an overview of the policies that establish the 
board’s internal operating procedures. Attendees will review important 
B Section policies to better understand their roles and responsibilities 
as new board members.

Stephanie Lawrence, Esquire, SCSBA General Counsel, Director of 
Policy & Legal Services

Board Chair Workshop
Learn about the chair’s leadership role through skill-building sessions. 
Attendance may require a room reservation for Wednesday night. 
The registration fee for SCSBA members is $160 and includes lunch. 
Registration is for SCSBA members only.

Thursday, February 16
8 - 8:30 a.m.
Registration and beverage break

  Co-sponsored by White & Story, LLC

8:30 - 9 a.m.
Welcome and purpose

Michele Branning, SCSBA President-elect, Fort Mill Schools

9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
From Conflict to Conversation: Intensive Workshop
How are you moving your community “From Conflict to Conversation?” 
What is the environment? What responsibilities/challenges are you 
facing? To what do you aspire? In advance of his conference-opening, 
keynote Matt Lehrman offers a practical deep dive into the skills and 
strategies of civility and community leadership. This is ideal for both 
new and experienced school board leaders (both elected and staff) as 
it offers the opportunity to “wear your heart on your sleeve” about how 
to engage more people and gather agreement around whatever you 
hope to accomplish in your community.

Matt Lehrman, Managing Director, Social Prosperity Partners

10 - 10:15 a.m.
Beverage break

  Co-sponsored by White & Story, LLC

10:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
(Matt Lehrman, Managing Director, Social Prosperity Partners 
continued)

12:15 - 1:15 p.m.
Lunch (included in registration)

  Co-sponsored by McMillan Pazdan Smith

1:15 – 2:30 p.m. 
(Matt Lehrman, Managing Director, Social Prosperity Partners 
continued)

2:30 - 2:45 p.m.
Beverage break

  Co-sponsored by White & Story, LLC

2:45 - 4 p.m.
Changing the Narrative:  
A Focus on Strength-Based Engagement
This interactive session is designed to draw from earlier 
learning experiences and help board members demonstrate 
their ability to strategically incorporate what they have learned 
in real-life interactions.

Kimberly Eichelberger-Searcy, LCSW, LISW-CP,  
The BellaRey Center
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8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Second general session

  Co-sponsored by TBD

Welcome and introductions
Michele Branning, SCSBA President-elect, Fort Mill Schools

Student performance
Darlington’s Total Package Jazz Band, Darlington County School 
District 

Recognition of SCSBA past presidents

Greetings from the South Carolina Superintendent of Education 
Ellen Weaver, State Superintendent of Education

Recognition of SCSBA President’s Club sponsors

Introduction of Speakers

Education Alert: Gale Force Demographic Wind Gusts Ahead!
Dr. Jim Johnson, Distinguished Professor of Strategy and 
Entrepreneurship and Director, Urban Investment Strategies Center

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Refreshment break and vendor door prizes

  Co-sponsored by TBD

11 :30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Breakout sessions (Choose one of three topics.) 

12:30 - 2 p.m.
Lunch on your own - For your convenience, grab-and-go lunch will 
be available in the foyer and can be purchased with cash, credit card 
or room charges. Marriott restaurants will also be open.

2 – 3 p.m.
Breakout sessions (Choose one of three topics.)

3:15 - 4:15 p.m.
S.C. Caucus of Black School Board Members meeting 
(Open to all convention participants.)

5 - 6:30 p.m.
Evening reception 

  Co-sponsored by Burr Forman

Sunday, February 19
7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Beverage break

  Co-sponsored by TBD

7:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Registration

8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Closing general session 

  Co-sponsored by Boykin & Davis

Welcome
Charles Govan, SCSBA Treasurer/Secretary, Darlington County 
School District

Student performance
Socastee High School Jazz Band, Horry County School District

Recognition of SCSBA Boardmanship Institute Level 6 
recipients (Level 6 is the highest level of Boardmanship Institute 
recognition.)

Greetings from the 2023 SCASA Superintendent of the Year
Dr. Marcella Shaw, Barnwell County School District, South 
Carolina Superintendent of the Year

Greetings from the 2023 South Carolina Teacher of the Year
Deion Jamison, English Teacher, Legacy Early College, South 
Carolina Public Charter School District

Student performance
Madrigals, Oconee County School District

Motivation by Chocolate
Denise Ryan, Motivational Keynote Speaker, Firestar Speaking
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gentrification-induced residential and economic dislocations in U.S. cities. 
His work includes gentrifying cities to develop roadmaps for inclusive 
and equitable economic development that creates shared prosperity. 
Fast Company profiled him in “Hopes and Dreams,” the biannual magazine 
of Phoenix Children’s Foundation. He received a doctorate degree from 
Michigan State University, a master’s from the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison and a bachelor’s from North Carolina Central University. 

Denise Ryan
Motivational Speaker, Firestar Speaking

Raleigh, N.C.-based professional speaker Denise Ryan is a motivational 
pyromaniac. Her infectious energy, humor and enthusiasm will set a room 
ablaze. A magna cum laude graduate of the University of South Carolina 
with a master’s degree in business, what she really specializes in is lighting 
fires. After earning millions for clients in the 
corporate world, Denise realized she had a 
talent for firing people up. She turned this 
gift into FireStar, a company specializing 
in enthusiasm. Twenty years later, Denise 
motivates and energizes audiences across 
the US and Canada at conferences, virtual 
events and annual meetings. Her engaging 
delivery partnered with her business 
savvy and humor leave audiences not only 
laughing, but with actionable tips.

Not your typical “motivational speaker,” 
Denise is genuine and real. But also highly 
skilled – she holds the title of Certified 
Speaking Professional (CSP), a designation awarded to fewer than 10 
percent of professional speakers. She is also a certified Financial Education 
Instructor and Health Coach. She is an author, keynote speaker and 
most notably, a fire starter extraordinaire. FireStar’s unique programs are 
relevant, uplifting and informative, addressing workplace issues such 
as dealing with change, effective communication, staying motivated 
and motivating others. Denise’s infectious enthusiasm motivates the 
unmotivated and challenges the challenged. Consider yourself warned: 
FireStar programs are five-alarm scorchers.

Denise Ryan
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#scsba2023ac
facebook.com/scsba

twitter.com/scsba
instagram.com/thescsba

upcoming
conferences

April 19, 2023
Day at the Capitol
Columbia, SC

June 9, 2023
New Board Orientation, Make-up
Columbia, SC

August 26-27, 2023
School Law Conference
Greenville, SC

September 14, 2023
Administrative Professionals Workshop
Columbia, SC 

October 12, 2023
Beyond the Basics
Columbia, SC

December 2-3, 2023
Legislative Advocacy & Delegate Assembly
Charleston, SC



studentstudent
performersperformers

First General Session 
Blythewood High School Steel Band, Richland 
County School District Two

Closing General Session 
Madrigals, Oconee County School District

Second General Session 
Darlington’s Total Package Jazz Band, Darlington County School District 

Closing General Session 
Socastee High School Jazz Band, Horry County School District

South Carolina School Boards Association 2023 Annual Convention




