
 
AGENDA 

 
Friday, August 25 
 
4 - 7 p.m. Registration ................................................................................................  Atrium 
 
Saturday, August 26 
 
7:45 - 8:30 a.m. Registration and breakfast break .............................................................. Foyer 
 Co-sponsored by White & Story, LLC 
 
8:30 - 9:45 a.m. First general session… ................................................... Regency ballrooms C-H 
 

 Welcome and purpose 
 Gail Hughes, SCSBA President, Dorchester Two 

 
 Cases and controversies: a review of the national school landscape  

Learn more about key court rulings, pending cases and federal regulations 
affecting public schools across the country and how the national legal landscape 
and current trends are impacting public school boards, districts, and their 
students.  
Sara Clark, Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio School Boards Association  

 
9:45 -10:45 a.m.         IDEA 2023: news, updates, and information you need to know! 

An overview of the most recent requirements, guidance, and challenges related 
to the implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
and programs for students with disabilities.  
Barbara Drayton, Deputy General Counsel, South Carolina State Department of 
Education   

10:45 - 11 a.m. Beverage break ............................................................................................ Foyer 
  Co-sponsored by Halligan Mahoney & Williams, P.A. 
 
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Breakout sessions (choose one of three) 
 

 Order in the boardroom: Robert’s Rules of Order for school boards - 
Regency ballroom C 



 
Learn how to handle common Robert’s Rules of Order issues and procedures 
from the perspective of the board chairman and board member. Gain insights, 
tips and more for running effective, efficient and productive meetings.  
West Cox, Esq. Cox & Cole, Attorneys at Law  

 
 Litigation 101: what school board members need to know - Regency 

ballrooms D-E   
School districts and sometimes board members, superintendents and employees 
are sued. While attorneys handle the primary work of defending the district’s 
interests, school board members should have a basic understanding of lawsuits, 
litigation and related legal concepts. For new board members and seasoned pros 
who want a refresher, get an overview of the legal process, the fundamental 
terminology involved, and an idea of what to expect to help you make informed 
decisions and communicate effectively with your legal counsel and protect the 
interests of your district. 
Dave Duff, Attorney/Partner, Duff Freeman Lyon, LLC 
William Freeman, Attorney/Partner, Duff Freeman Lyon, LLC 

 
 Board member liability - Regency ballrooms F-H 

This interactive session will help board members to effectively make decisions 
without exposing members or the board to unnecessary liability. 
Charles Boykin, Senior Partner, Boykin & Davis, LLC 

 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. Lunch (included in registration) … .......................................... Regency ballroom 
  Seating is available in the Crepe Myrtle ballroom.  
 
1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Breakout sessions (choose one of three)  

 
 Student discipline hearings: a board member's role - Regency ballroom C 

Learn the basics of a board member’s role in handling student discipline 
appeals, understanding the legal and evidentiary standards when reviewing 
school suspension and expulsion appeals, and drafting discipline policies that 
comply with state and federal laws to avoid litigation that can often arise out of 
student discipline matters. 
Vernie Williams, Esquire, Halligan Mahoney & Williams, P.A. 
Jasmine Rogers Drain, Esquire, Halligan Mahoney & Williams, P.A. 
 

 Policy in practice: board policies and why they matter - Regency ballrooms 
D-E 
Learn what school board members need to know to better understand their role 
in policy development. Gain a deeper understanding of the policymaking 



 
process, the critical elements of a policy, and the best practices for reviewing 
board policies.  
Rasheeda Cleveland, Esquire, SCSBA Staff Attorney 

 
 The parental rights movement: what school board members need to know - 

Regency ballrooms F-H 
The “parental bill of rights” movement is an emerging issue sweeping the U.S. 
While this issue can take many forms, it generally involves parents seeking 
more control and influence over their children's education. As of mid-March, 
proposed parental rights legislation has emerged in at least 32 states, up from 18 
states in 2022, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. Hear 
a discussion of the legal foundations of parental rights, the emerging issues 
based on notions of parental rights, and how the legislature and courts are 
considering these issues. 
David Lyon, Attorney/Partner, Duff Freeman Lyon, LLC 
Meredith L. Seibert, Esquire, Duff Freeman Lyon, LLC 

 
2:30 - 2:45 p.m. Beverage break ............................................................................................ Foyer 
   Co-sponsored by Halligan Mahoney & Williams, P.A. 
 
2:45 - 3:45 p.m. Breakout sessions (choose one of three)  

 
 Closing the deal and getting real - superintendent contract negotiations and 

evaluations - Regency ballroom C   
Review sample contract language and learn some of the recent developments 
that are trending regarding superintendent contract negotiations. After the deal is 
closed and the contract is signed, learn how boards can focus on maximizing 
performance and being real and honest during the performance evaluation cycle. 
Ashley Story, Partner, White & Story, LLC 

 
 Knowing what you don’t know: important questions board members 

should ask about school law - Regency ballrooms F-H  
School law can encompass a wide range of legal concepts. School board 
members should have a working knowledge of the basic principles of those 
laws. Learn what questions to ask administrators in key areas of special 
education, personnel (certified and non-certified), First Amendment, student 
discipline, social media, and that state’s Freedom of Information Act. 
Lindsay Anne Thompson, Esq. (In-House Counsel), Georgetown County School 
District 
 

 Can't touch this! - Regency ballrooms D-E 



 
This interactive session will focus on factors board members should consider 
when deciding whether recusal or abstention on a matter is necessary. Learn 
how to establish procedures for identifying potential conflicts of interest and 
how to address a conflict of interest in a manner that prioritizes the interest of 
the school district. The session will include an in-depth discussion on state 
ethics laws and conflicts of interest. 
Tierney F. Goodwyn, Esq., Boykin & Davis, LLC 

 
4 - 5 p.m.           S.C. Caucus of Black School Board Members meeting- Regency ballrooms F-H 
           This meeting is open to all participants. 
 
Sunday, August 27 
 
7:30 - 8 a.m. Registration and breakfast break .............................................................. Foyer 
 Co-sponsored by Boykin & Davis, LLC 
 
8 - 9 a.m. Second general session … .............................................. Regency ballrooms C-H 

 
Opening remarks 
Gail Hughes, SCSBA President, Dorchester Two 
 

 Addressing constitutional law issues at the schoolhouse gates 
School board members should develop a cognizant legal foundation to avoid 
unintentionally infringing on any constitutional rights. Using a constitutional 
framework from the new University of South Carolina Constitutional Law 
Center, learn how school board members can identify constitutional concerns in 
schools, including due process, search and seizure, and free speech. The USC 
center is one of four law centers in the nation funded by Congress to research 
and produce materials on constitutional law for legal academics, school districts, 
and the public. 
Derek Black, Professor of Law, Ernest F. Hollings Chair in Constitutional Law, 
Director of the Constitutional Law Center 
Taylor Callahan, Assistant Director of the Constitutional Law Center 

  
9 - 9:15 a.m. Beverage break ............................................................................................ Foyer 
   Co-sponsored by Duff Freeman Lyon, LLC 
 
9:15 – 10:15 a.m. Closing general session ................................................... Regency ballrooms C-H 
  



 
 Navigating the challenges of student discipline issues 

As a school board member, it is important to understand your quasi-judicial role 
in matters of student discipline. In this session, panelists will discuss common 
student discipline issues and best practices when reviewing suspension appeals 
or examining expulsion recommendations. Attendees will also explore special 
considerations for disciplining students with disabilities and litigation potential 
for due process violations. 
John Emerson, Emerson Law, LLC 
Kenneth S. Generette, Staff Attorney, Horry County Schools 
Vernie Williams, Esquire, Halligan Mahoney & Williams, P.A. 
 

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. What happened in the State House this year? 
The 2023 session proved to be a busy one for K12 education. With record new 
members in the House and new leadership, lawmakers in both chambers were 
nonstop, debating and passing voucher legislation, paid family leave for district 
staff, sunscreen use in schools and more. Hear a summary of K12 bills that 
crossed the legislative finish line and will impact your school districts. 

 Debbie Elmore, SCSBA Director of Governmental Relations 
 
11:30 a.m. Closing remarks 

Gail Hughes, SCSBA President, Dorchester Two 


