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THE DISTRICT’S MESSAGE

®* The purpose of the District’s message is to communicate what the District is

doing in furtherance of its mission and vision.
® The District’s message is established based on the District’s priorities.

® The District’s priorities are established based on input and feedback from

various individuals and entities.



THE DISTRICT’S MESSAGE

® Each individual consumer of information may seek to receive something

different from the District’s message.

® Regardless as to the identity of the consumer of the information, the District’s

message should be consistent and aligned with the District’s priorities.

® In other words, the District’s message should not change based on the

consumer of the information.



® Public Stateme

® Responses to media inquiries
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( * FOIA does not require the district to answer questions.
®



blic funds must

* ltems tha: epared by board members in
anticipation o oard meeting; and 3) legal advice

to the Board. Cooper v. Bc ) 3 S.E.2d 30 (1977).

® FOIA contains several “permissive exemptions,” which allow the governmental body the option
of choosing to disclose or withhold information from public access. S.C. Code Ann. § 30-4-40.
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Certain industria

Security matters;

Investigations of criminal misconduct;

When complaints against an officer are unspecific and the Board wishes to glean more information from witnesses.
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® The di anner restrictions on speech.

® Restrictions on spee
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Public Participation at Meetings

The public is cordially invited to participate in school board meetings by attending the meetings in person or watching the live stream. The board conducts meetings for the purpose of carrying on the official
business of the school district. The meetings are not public forum meetings but are meetings held in public. Orderly conduct of a meeting does not permit spontaneous discussion from the audience.
However, the public is invited to provide public comments during the public comment section of the meetings. Any person wishing to address the board must sign up in advance.

The board reserves the right to suspends in-person attendance at school board meetings in order to protect public health in the event of harmful viruses and diseases, or declared emergencies by the state
and/or the United States of America.

Adopted 5/9/00; Revised 3/24/20, 3/23/21, 5110/22
Legal References:
S.C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended:

Section 30-4-10, et seq. - South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.




Open Forum

The board may provide a specified period of time for comments from any citizen, group representative, staff members, parent/legal quardian, or student regarding any topic over which the board has
Jurisdiction. If the board determines there is not sufficient time at a mesting for public comments, the comment period may be deferred to the next scheduled meeting or to a special called meeting. The
board reserves the right o allocate a period of time for this purpose and limit time for speakers accordingly.

All persons who wish to comment during the open forum period will il out the appropriate form provided by the board before the mesting begins. The chair of the board will introduce speakers who have
signed up on the appropriate form and invite them to address the board. The chair reserves the right to limit discussion of same topic issues In an effort to provide individuals the opportunity to be heard on a
variety of topics.

The board will not permit any expression of personal complaints about individual staff members or any other person connected with the district during public session. Specific student or staff member issues
should be handled through the appropriate procedures as indicated in district policy.

Presentations for unsolicited services will not be permitted. Companies or businesses offering services of possible interest {o the district should send information to the district office for distribution fo the
appropriate district officials.

The board may provide factual information or recite existing policy in response to inquiries, but the board will not deliberate or decide matters regarding any subject not included on the agenda. The board
may request that staff members address any concemns or comments presented by the public during the open forum.
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News Media Services at Board Meetings

The board believes that one of its paramount responsibilities is to keep the public informed of its actions. Therefore, the press and public are welcome to attend board meetings.

The superintendent will send a copy of the agenda in advance of all official board meetings to members of the working press who request it. In the event that representatives of news media are unable to
attend a meeting, upon request they will be provided a summary of important board actions.

When individual board members receive requests from news media representatives for information about board meetings, members may refer the information seekers to the board chair or the
superintendent's designee. The board chair will be the official public spokesperson for the board (except as the board may specifically delegate this responsibility to others). Unless designated as indicated
in this policy, board members shall state that their comments are not stated on behalf of the school board but they are individual comments made by the board member.

Adopted 5/9/00; Revised 3/23/21, 4/26/22
Legal References:
S.C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended:
Section 30-4-10, et seq. - South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.

Section 59-1-340 - Board meetings; meetings open to news media.
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THANK YOUI!

Charles J. Boykin, Esq.
Tierney F. Goodwyn, Esq.
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BoykinCDavi
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ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW
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