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Horry County Schools

Third-largest 
school district 

in SC
56 Schools 9 Attendance 

Areas

48,000+ 
Students

6,300+ 
Employees



What led us to 
this project

Whittemore Park needed a replacement school

The community history with the school – Why the room 
was needed – Whittemore High







School History

• 1870: Whittemore School founded

• 1930s: First African American school in 
county to be awarded high school 
status by the state. 

• 1954: School split into separate 
buildings – Whittemore Elementary and 
Whittemore High

• 1970: County integrates schools, 
building loses Whittemore name

• 1991: Building named Whittemore Park 
Middle

• 2019: Whittemore Elementary building 
given to city for community use, but 
flooded and condemned shortly after





Social Media Results



School and Community Connection



Community 
Connections

Whittemore 
Alumni Association

Horry County 
Museum

Coastal Carolina 
University

Horry County 
Historical Society



Research:

• Online resources
• Historic society periodicals
• University library 

databases/collections
• Social media groups focused on 

local history

• State records
• School directories
• Graduation records

• Yearbooks

• Interviews



Interviews

Barbara Blain

Calep Brown

Aaron Butler

Lonnie Chestnut

Dr. Willa DeWitt

Dr. Preston McKever-Floyd

Leslie McIver

Mary Moore

Leroy “Boe” Rainbow

Ralph Vaught

Ralph Wilson





Putting it all together:

• Wallpaper

• Wall Decoration

• Artifacts

• Yearbooks

• iPads – Yearbooks

• WHS Lectern



Planning the Ribbon Cutting –

• Invitation List – news media

• Interviews on TVs around 
school

• Open the Museum early for 
the community to have more 
time to visit



The Ribbon 
Cutting



Timeline: WPM Legacy Room

2023

Initial conversations 
between school board 
and  the community 

regarding the need for 
some type of historical 

significance in new 
school

January 2024

HCS Communication team met to 
brainstorm the needs and plan to 

move forward.

The communication team visited the 
International African American 

Museum in Charleston.

February and March

Met with HC Museum
Scheduled interviews 

Collected photos and videos
Created wallpaper for the room

April and May

Continue interviews

June and July

Put the room together
Planned the ribbon-cutting

Finalized all videos

July 31

Ribbon cutting 
ceremony

Opening event for 
the Legacy Room



Feedback From the Public





Questions?



Thank You

Ashley Gasperson
Digital Communications Coordinator
agasperson@horrycountyschools.net
843.488.6554

Ben Fowler
Writer/Editor
wfowler@horrycountyschools.net
843.488.6794

Janet Graham
Horry County Board of Education
janetgraham@horrycountyschools.net
843.349.5070

Benjamin Coy
Website Manager – Photographer, 
Videographer
bcoy@horrycountyschools.net 
843.488.6775

For more information visit 
www.horrycountyschools.net/whittemorelegacy


