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AGENDA 
 
Saturday, August 23 
 
7:45 - 8:30 a.m. Registration and breakfast break ........................................ Crystal Promenade 
 Co-sponsored by Halligan Mahoney & Williams, P.A. 
 
8:30 - 9:45 a.m. First general session… .............................................................. Crystal ballroom 
 

 Welcome and purpose 
 Charles Govan, SCSBA President, Darlington County School District 
 
 Federal Law Update 

This session will provide insight into the evolving federal legal landscape 
including congressional and regulatory changes, and recent court decisions that 
impact on K-12 public schools. This presentation will delve into relevant 
education-related executive orders issued in 2025, their current status and key 
developments, including any challenges or judicial actions that have shaped 
their execution. 
Sonja H. Trainor, Executive Director, National School Attorneys Association 

9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Second general session… .......................................................... Crystal ballroom 
 

IDEA 2025: The Good, the Bad, and the Uncertain! 
This session will provide an overview of the latest developments, proposed 
changes, and what is still up in the air regarding the continued implementation 
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and other laws that 
impact the education of students with disabilities. I will provide insight into 
where we currently stand and food for thought concerning what might be on the 
horizon.  

 Barbara A. Drayton, Deputy General Counsel, South Carolina State Department 
of Education  

 
10:45 - 11 a.m. Beverage break ...................................................................... Crystal Promenade 
  Co-sponsored by Boykin & Davis, LLC 
 
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Third general session ………………………………………Crystal ballroom 
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Protecting Against Data Breaches: Insights into the Legal Protections 
Related to Students’ Records  
This presentation will delve into student privacy protections in the context of the 
increased risk of data breaches that school districts face.  The presentation will 
examine the evolving landscape of data protection in educational 
settings.  Participants will gain insights into current trends regarding student 
information security, best practices for safeguarding sensitive data, and legal 
obligations that schools must adhere to pertaining to student records. 
Doug Webb, General Counsel, Greenville County School District 
 

Noon - 1:15 p.m. Lunch (included in registration) … ................................. Emerald Two and Three  
 Co-sponsored by Duff Freeman Seibert, LLC 
 
1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Breakout sessions (Choose one of three) 
 

Understanding the role of Board members ....................... Crystal ballroom AB  
in employment matters/investigations 
This session will provide Board members with a clear understanding of how 
employment matters are handled and investigated by the district administration,  
and the roles that Board members have in employment matters that come before 
the Board. 
Kathryn Mahoney, Attorney, Halligan Mahoney & Williams 
Vernie Williams, Attorney, Halligan Mahoney & Williams 
 
Avoiding the $10,000 fine: What you need to   ................. Crystal ballroom CD 
know about South Carolina Ethics 
In this session, you will get an overview of the Ethics Reform Act with an 
emphasis on the rules of conduct for school board members. 
Meghan Walker Dayson, Executive Director, S.C. State Ethics Commission  
 
Checklist to Prevent FOIA Lawsuits for Board ............... Crystal ballroom EF  
Members and Superintendents 
During this presentation, we will review the basic tenants of FOIA as it applies 
mainly to school board members (meetings and school board member 
communication/documentation). Board members and superintendents can expect 
to receive a checklist of ways to avoid FOIA violations, including how to 
prevent costly litigation. Ms. Story will share real-world examples and apply 
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those scenarios for the benefit of the board members and superintendents, 
especially during board meetings. Ms. Story will also share how school districts 
can utilize FOIA litigation techniques for overly broad and cumbersome 
requests. 
Ashley Story, Partner, White & Story, LLC 
 

2:30 - 2:45 p.m. Beverage break ...................................................................... Crystal Promenade 
   Co-sponsored by White & Story, LLC 
 
2:45 - 3:45 p.m. Breakout sessions (choose one of three)  
 

High Stakes and High-Level Investigations ...................... Crystal ballroom AB 
of Misconduct 
A board member, the Superintendent, or other high-level employee may be the 
target of allegations of misconduct. The investigation into such allegations often 
has high stakes for the District. The District must have a means to order a 
prompt and thorough investigation into the allegations. Such investigations must 
be conducted in a discrete manner, protecting the rights of all parties, complying  
with applicable laws, and to the extent possible, limiting the District’s liability. 
This session will help Board members understand the tools available to handle 
and respond to allegations of misconduct while balancing the interests of all 
parties. 
Charles Boykin, Senior Partner, Boykin & Davis, LLC 
Tierney Goodwyn, Partner, Boykin & Davis, LLC 
 
Artificial Intelligence in Education:……………………Crystal ballroom CD 
Implications for School Districts 
This presentation explores the growing role of artificial intelligence in K-12 
education and its implications for school districts. Topics include the integration 
of AI tools in teaching and learning, potential impacts on student assessment 
data privacy concerns, workforce considerations, and equity challenges. The 
session aims to inform attendees about both the opportunities and risks of AI 
adoption in schools and to encourage thoughtful, ethical implementation 
strategies. 
Dylan Crossland, Associate Attorney, White & Story, LLC 
Michael Davidson, Associate Attorney, White & Story, LLC 
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Legal Options for Dealing with Dangerous ....................... Crystal ballroom EF 
Students 
Students who engage in seriously disruptive or dangerous behavior pose a 
significant risk of harm to the educational environment and process and to other 
students and staff.  This presentation focuses on some of the legal limitations 
schools must navigate and the lawful avenues to address such behavior.   
Renique K. Brabham, Senior Associate, Duff Freeman Seibert, LLC 
Meredith L. Seibert, Attorney, Duff Freeman Seibert, LLC 
 

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.         S.C. Caucus of Black School Board Members meeting  ..... Emerald Salon One  
              This meeting is open to all participants. 
 
Sunday, August 24 

7:30 - 8 a.m. Registration and breakfast break ........................................ Crystal Promenade 
 Co-sponsored by Boykin & Davis, LLC 
 
8 – 9:15 a.m. First general session … ............................................................. Crystal ballroom 

 
Opening remarks 

 Charles Govan, SCSBA President, Darlington County School District 
 

Protecting kids online: A lawmaker’s fight for accountability and 
awareness 
South Carolina State Representative Brandon Guffey brings an urgent and 
deeply personal perspective to the state and national conversation about online 
safety for minors. In 2022, his son Gavin died by suicide after falling victim to 
an online sextortion scam—an increasingly common and devastating crime 
targeting underage children. In this powerful and timely presentation, Rep. 
Guffey will share the heartbreaking origins and hard-won passage of Gavin’s 
Law—landmark South Carolina legislation that criminalizes sexual extortion 
and mandates that schools educate students and parents about the threat. You'll 
learn how schools play a critical frontline role in online safety, and what more 
can be done to protect students before they become victims. 

 The Honorable Brandon Guffey, Member, House Labor, Commerce, and  
 Industry Committee, and Regulations, Administrative Procedures, Artificial 
 Intelligence and Cybersecurity Committee 
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9:15 - 9:30 a.m. Beverage break ...................................................................... Crystal Promenade 
    
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Second general session .............................................................. Crystal ballroom 
 
 The Education Scholarship Trust Fund Act: Constitutional Challenges and 

Legal Implications, and the Growing Threat to Public Education  
This session will explore the South Carolina Education Scholarship Trust Fund 
(ESTF) Act and legislative revisions this year to reinstate and expand payments 
for private school scholarships to eligible students following the SC Supreme 
Court’s ruling of unconstitutionality in 2024. This presentation will outline the 
Act's framework and objectives and delve into the legal challenges that are 
likely to arise again, considering the two recent rulings from our state's Supreme 
Court that deemed the previous two voucher laws unconstitutional.  
Derek W. Black, Professor of Law, Ernest F. Hollings Chair in Constitutional 
Law, Director of the Constitutional Law Center  

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Closing general session .............................................................. Crystal ballroom 
 
 2025 K-12 Legislation: What School Boards Need to Know 

Join us as we break down the key K-12 education laws passed during the 2025 
South Carolina legislative session, focusing on what school boards must do now 
to ensure their district policies remain compliant. We’ll cover new mandates 
requiring policy adoption or revision, spotlight legislation of note, such as the K-
12 funding study proviso, and share what didn’t pass but could shape the 2026 
agenda. Whether you’re a school board member, superintendent, or policy 
leader, get the insights and tools you need to stay ahead of the curve. 
Debbie Elmore, SCSBA Director of Governmental Relations 
Rasheeda Cleveland, SCSBA Director of Policy and Legal Services 
 

11:30 a.m. Closing remarks 
 Charles Govan, SCSBA President, Darlington County School District 


