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Research

Application ï New School BHE

Impact ï New School BHE 

Application ï Renovation BRE 

Impact ï Renovation BRE

Interactive Activity: Measure What 
Matters



From a district  leadership 

perspective,  facilities  represent  one 

of the  most  significant  and long- 

lasting  investments  a school system 

makesñyet  they  are among the  least 

frequently  evaluated  for  their  impact 

on teaching  and learning.



The Impact of Biophilic Learning Spaces on Student Success



The Impact of Biophilic Learning Spaces on Student Success
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"The  beginning  of  awe  is wonder, 
and  the  beginning  of  wisdom  is 
awe. "
-Abraham Joshua Heschel

Awe



SAFETY



WHAT IS THE IMPACT? ASSESSED THROUGH VARIOUS EFFORTS SUCH AS:

ÅCollaborative Process

ÅSurvey Data

ÅPersonal Interviews

ÅState Data



100%
of parents agree òI 

feel  welcome in the 

building.ó

100%
of administrators 

reported  that  the new 

school facilitates

improve in student 

learning and promote 

student-centered 

learning.98%
of teachers reported 

that  the new school 

facilitates 

improvements in 

student learning

98%
of teachers said the 

new school supports 

being more 

innovative in their 

teaching.

95%
of teachers reported 

the design of the new 

school promotes a 

sense of community 

and belonging.

100%
of parents said that 

the graphic displays 

of the schoolõs history 

throughout  the school 

promote a sense of 

community.

FOCUS GOALS & OUTCOMES: òWe accomplished  everything

we intended  and more than  we hoped.ó School Board Chair

88%
reported  that  they

like having 

collaboration 

spaces.

100%
reported that  the 

new building 

promotes student- 

centered learning C a 

range of teaching 

approaches

STUDENT-CENTERED LEARNING

CONNECTIONS WITH NATURE

WELL-BEING

SAFETY

EQUITY

SENSE OF BELONGING

DESIRE FOR LEARNING

BEAUTIFUL AND COST EFFECTIVE

SOLAR ORIENTATION



98%
of teachers agree 

that  the new facility 

helps them innovate 

in their  teaching

100
%

Parents, teachers, 

and administrators 

place a high value on 

natural  light

The use of biophilic design elements contributes positively 
to the learning and teaching environment.



The school design is student-centered, offering flexibility in 
spaces and approaches, contributing  positively to the learning

and teaching environment.

88%
of students agree òI 

like having space 

outside of my 

classroom to work 

together  with  my

classmates.ó

98%
of teachers agree 

òthe new school 

facilities  facilitate  

improvement(s)  in 

student learning.ó



100%
of administrators 

agree òthe safety and 

security measures 

have helped to create 

a safe and secure 

learning environment.ó

95%
of parents agree òI 

feel  that  my 

child(ren)  is(are) safe 

in the new school.ò

The school design contributes positively to safety and 
security in the learning environments.



The school design contributes positively to 
student well-being and belonging.

95%
of teachers report  that 

the design promotes a 

sense of community  C 

belonging among 

students C teachers.

100
%

of parents agree òI 

feel welcome" and 

"my children  are 

happy" in the 

building.



In the new 
school 
building, I feel 
safe, loved, 
happy, 
comfortable, 
excited, and 
SMART.

Students feel like 
this is a school 
that was designed 
for them to get 
whatever they 
need and learn 
how they learn 
best.

Every day when Iôm 

walking through the 

halls it feels like Iôm 

walking under trees 

when the sun comes 

through.  There is a 

little  reflection on the 

floors and I jump in 

the sunlight because I 

like playing in nature.

Teacher StudentStudent



State  Climate  Survey  ï Safety  and  Behavior



10x
Teacher  Retention
BHE experienced among the highest increases in teacher 

retention of the 24 elementary schools in the district.

BHE teacher retention from 83.7% to 91.5% from prior year.

Districtwide teacher retention increased from 81.2 % to 
81.9%

5%
REDUCTION
BHE tied for having the 

greatest reduction in 

chronic absenteeism, 

from 17.3% to 12.3%.

SC Dept. of Education reports that 

Chronic Absenteeism was 14% 

before COVID and 24.73% for the 

2021-2022 school year.



άThe academic performance 

improvement the first year in 

the new school was ñfantastic 

and highly motivating!ò

It is amazing that we met all 

and exceeded seven of eight 

growth projections on MAP.

This is a great accomplishment 

which we celebrate and are 

energized to continue.ò

- BHES Principal

2%
on the 

SC Ready

Assessment



State  Data  ï SCREADY ASSESSMENT


