School Board Recognition Month: Ideas for Activities

Online and Social Media Recognition

· Feature the "Celebrating Local Leaders!" logo on your district website and social media platforms.

· Throughout the month, share facts and highlights about your board members on Facebook, X (Twitter), Instagram, and other district channels. Examples include years of service, committee involvement, and school visits.

· Create “Meet Your Board Members” profiles that highlight why each trustee serves and their commitment to public education.

· Share short video interviews featuring board members discussing their roles, responsibilities, and perspectives on educational leadership.

· Post photos of board members signing the SCSBA Ethical Principles poster during the January board meeting.

Community Engagement Activities

· Form a School Board Recognition Month planning committee consisting of staff, parents, students, and community leaders.

· Host a special recognition reception during the January board meeting and invite community leaders, students, families, legislators, and local media.

· Partner with local restaurants, grocery stores, and businesses to support recognition events.

· Promote School Board Recognition Month at school events, athletic competitions, and community gatherings.

· Display invitations to recognition events in community locations such as libraries, recreation centers, churches, fitness facilities, and local businesses.

· Feature appreciation messages on school marquees, websites, and newsletters.

· “Serving our students and community—Thank a School Board Member!”
· “Strong Schools = Strong Communities.”
· Seek recognition and endorsements from local chambers of commerce, civic organizations, and community groups.

· Encourage city councils, PTAs, chambers of commerce, or county governments to issue School Board Recognition Month proclamations.

· Invite legislators and elected officials to attend recognition events and offer remarks.

· Develop a brochure highlighting board members’ backgrounds, accomplishments, years of service, and committee assignments.

· Arrange opportunities for board members to speak at civic organizations, service clubs, and community groups about public education governance.

· Encourage PTOs, student groups, or community organizations to place appreciation advertisements in local newspapers.

· Ask schools to “adopt” a board member and organize recognition activities throughout the month.

· Partner with faith-based organizations to share recognition announcements in bulletins and newsletters.

· Invite students to write essays or reflections on the importance of school boards and public education leadership.

· Collaborate with government and civics teachers to incorporate lessons about local school governance into classroom discussions.

Gifts and Special Presentations

· Use the School Board Recognition Month logo on banners, certificates, T-shirts, websites, and other promotional materials.

· Present board members with “Free School Lunch” coupons and arrange opportunities for them to dine with student leaders.

· Display School Board Recognition Month banners and posters throughout schools and public spaces.

· Invite students to create posters, artwork, or graphic designs honoring board members.

· Send daily or weekly inspirational education quotes to board members throughout January.

· Highlight the diversity of your school community by introducing students and staff members from various backgrounds during board meetings.

· Invite representatives from employee groups—including teachers, bus drivers, custodians, cafeteria staff, and office personnel—to express appreciation.

· Recognize board members at athletic events by inviting them to toss the first ball, blow the first whistle, or participate in opening ceremonies.

· Decorate school entrances and board meeting spaces with student-created artwork and messages.

· Display student drawings, self-portraits, and thank-you notes in boardrooms and district offices.

· Feature student performances or entertainment during board meetings.

· Assign each school to plan a special recognition activity for a board member.

· Donate books to school libraries in honor of the board, including recognition plaques listing members’ names and years of service.

· Recognize board members during staff development days, administrator meetings, and district-wide events.

· Conduct mock school board meetings and elections in government, civics, or debate classes, and invite board members to participate.

· Give special recognition to members celebrating milestone years of service.

Media and Public Relations

· Distribute a School Board Recognition Month press release to local media outlets.

· Submit letters to the editor highlighting the important role of school board members.

· Ask local radio stations to air public service announcements recognizing school board service.

· Feature a School Board Recognition Month banner or advertisement on the district website.

· Encourage local newspapers, television stations, and radio stations to interview board members.

· Provide media outlets with information about:

· Board responsibilities and governance

· Key district initiatives and decisions

· Time and commitment required for board service

· Accomplishments that benefit students and the community

· Utilize district cable channels, streaming platforms, or school media programs to feature interviews with board members.

· Engage students as interviewers, videographers, and production assistants for recognition programming.

Recognition Themes and Messages

Consider using these messages throughout the month:

· Thank You, School Board Members!
· Celebrating Local Leaders in Education
· Strong Schools. Strong Communities.
· Serving Students, Supporting Success
· Leadership That Makes a Difference
· Dedicated to Student Achievement and Community Growth
